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B Cites BECOS Efforts In Cooperative Federalism Report

Gt g Jume on the Mew Year & Begister Mow for Soring Mesting
U5 RS Funding Mangs in the Balance over Border Wall

Sigte News You Can Use

Mesd-to-Know News in Air & Chemicals and Emerging Comtaminanis

E-Erterpnse for the Environment

Unooming Events

ECOSWIRE will not be published on December 28 and will resume publication on

January 4. Wishing you and yours a very happy holiday season!
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Donald S Welsh

ECOS announced on December 17 that the role of Executive Director will be filled by
Donald S, Welsh, a former Pennsylvania Depariment of Environmenta! Protection {DEP)

Depuly Secretary and U.8. EPA Region 3 Administrator, effective January 2.

"*Don's experience in leadership roles in state environmental protection and at U8 EPA
provides him the ideal background to lead ECOS a8 we work to implement Cooperative
Federalism 2.0,” said ECOS President Becky Keogh of Arkansas. "His demonstrated skills
in buiiding and maintaining successtul partnerships to achieve environmental results will be
valuable to the association in our efforis 1o improve the capability of state environmental

agency leaders and their staff to protect and improve human health and the environment.”

Appointed in 2013 by the Governor of Pennsylvania to the Citizens’ Advisory Council
{CAC) to the Pennsyivania DEF, Welsh has served since 2017 as its Chairman. Weish
also currently serves as a voling member of the Environmental Guality Board, which
adopts environmental regulations in Pennsyivania. He was President & Chief Executive
Officer of the Pennsylvania Environmental Councit in 2009 until 2010, His service as U8,
EPA Region 3 Regional Administrator ran from 2001 1o 2009, and from 1995 untl 2001,
Waelsh held several positions at the Pennsylvania DEP including Deputy Secretary for
State/Federal Relations. He samed a B.A. in Political Science from the University of

FPennsylvania.
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Ag an alumnus of ECOS, Weish will be instrumental in helping member states develop
consensus while preserving states’ diversity in environmenial policy. He has direct
expeariance in organizational management and in crealing measurable environmental
resulis. “I am excited to work with Don to continue our collective efforts to advance

science-based decisions,” added ECOS Vice President Jim Macy of Nebraska.

The CAC currently chaired by Welsh conducts independent oversight of the Pennsylvania
DEP, participates in the development of regulations, and provides advice on environmental
matiers (o the depariment, the Governor, the General Assembly, and the federal
congressional delegation. "Under his tenure, the councll conductiad a systematic review of
the major reguiatory programs of DEP o provide input on program priorities and
efficiencies,” said ECOS Secretary-Treasurer Patrick McDonnell of Pennsylvania. “Don
has been a tremendous partner and public servant 1o the citizens of Pennsylvania, and |
look forward to his contributions o advance the states’ roles at this exciting time for ECOS

and our nation.” [Parisien]

Freston Cols Paf Sfevens

Wisconsin Governor-Elect Tony Evers announced Decaember 19 his selection of Presion

Cole to serve as Secretary of the Wisconsin Depariment of Natural Resources (DNR)L

Currently Commissioner of Neighborhood Services in Milwaukee, Cole is a longlime

member of the Wisconsin Natural Resources Board, which advises the DNR, having been
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appointed by Democratic Govermnor Jim Doyle and then reappointed by Republican
Governor Scott Walker. He has a degree in forest management. Cole’s appointment is

subject 1o state Senate confirmation.

ECOS wishes a fond farewell to Assistant Deputy Secretary Pat Stevens, who departs the
DNR January 7. A recipient of the 2018 ECOS President’s Award for his significant

contributions, Stevens chaired the ECOS Cooperative Federalism 2.0 Oversight

Workgroup and has spent two vears as Planning Committee Chair. He also has served on

the ECOS Executive Commilies, [Parisien]

This fall, the Environmental Law Institute (ELD published The Macheth Reporf

Cooperalive Federslism in the Modem Erg, examining the state-federal relationship in

ervvironmental protection. The report builds on and heavily cites ECOS’ Cooperative

Faderalism 207 Achisving and Mainfaining & Clean Environment and Frofeciing FPublic

relationship.

Based on discussions and a survey, il offers recommendations in seven areas for reform of
the environmental enterprise:

Address the Whipsaw Effect

Filot the Audit Concept First

Refine Enforcement

Deploy Elevation Protocols

Provide Adequate Resources

Engage Downwind/Downstream States

Harness Private Environmental Governance and Technology Drivers

[Hanson]
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Get g jJump on the New Year and register today for the 2019 ECOS Spring Mesting in
Crystal City, Virginia. Join us April 810 for a firsthand look at Partnership in Action.

Advancing Collaboration, Ceriainty, & Confidence!

Having secured a seat at the table through the ECOS Cooperative Federalism 2.0
initiative, states now are working with U.S. EPA and cother federal partners to despen
shared decision-making, shared problem-solving, and shared programmatic development.
Featured speakers on these matiers will include ECOS membaers, EPA Acting
Administrator Andrew Wheeler (invited}, and other federal officials and congressional

leaders.

In the spirit of collaboration, the gathering also will include a dinner reception at the

Canadian Embassy on April 8.

See the draft agenda and registration, hotel, and contact information hare. Register by

March 1 o take advaniage of the early bird rate, and reserve at the special ECOS rate at

the Renaissance Arlington Capital View Hotel by March 18 or while supply lasts. [Parisien]
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With hours {o go before the midnight expiration of funding for several faderal government
agencies including U.S. EPA legislators are scrambiling to setile on a bill 1o avert a partial
federal government shutdown. The Senate passed a temporary continuing resolution on
December 12, but befors the House could vote on it, President Trump rejecied the

measure due to iis lack of border wall funding. The House on December 20 passed a

measure that provides $5.78 for a border wall, but it does not appear to have the voles

neaded in the Senats.

in the event of a lapse in funding, ERPA will remain open next week by using carryover

funds. Should a shutdown remain in effect afier next week, EPA will reassess s status.

Also earlier this week, President Trump declared December 24 a holiday for federal
workers, Because ECOS follows the fedarsal schedule, the ECOS office will be closed that

day as well. [McAleer)
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Nine States & DO Design Regional Acproach on Transporiation
Sector (GH(ss

Utah's Matheson Takes o Twitler o Spread Positive Holids

Message

Maine Provides Funding for Wetlands and Other Conservation

Frojects

New Hampshire Awards 54 2 Million in Wetllands Proteclion

Grants

Fennsvivania 1o Invest in Two Stream Improvement Proects
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U.S. EPA Signs Multiple Actions Related to NAAQS and
NESHAP

Area of Focus: Ajir

On December 20, U.S. EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler signed five air-related
actions. Please sae below for a short summary of each action and follow the included links

for more information.

= Public Mearing and Reopening of Comment Period for Pronosed Dsterminations of

Atainment by the Atlainment Digte. Extensions of e Atsinment Dale and

Reclassificalion of Severgl Areas Classifiad as Moderats for the 2008 Crong

National Amblent Alr Quality Standards - EPA will hold a public hearing on

January 29. Speakers can register for the meeting once the hearing notice is

published in the Federal Register.

Minor Amendments o 2007 Nationa! Emission Standards for Hazardous Alr

Pollutants (INESHAPRP for Friction Materals (brake and oluleh nings’ Manufaoin

Faciliies Finalized - EPA finalized minor amendments including clarification that

the standards apply during startup, shutdown, and malfunction (SSM), and made

additions o devigtion reporting requirements.

Amendments 1o the 2003 NESHAR for Surface Cogting of Wood Buildin

HFroducts - EPA finalized minor amendmenis including clarification that the

standards apply during periods of SSM and requiring facilities to submit electronic

compliance reporis.

Minor Amendmenis 1o 2002 and 2003 NESHAP for Various Large Aongliance Matgl

Furniture, Fabrics Processes - EPA finalized amendments o the existing
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regulations to enhance the effectiveness of the rules, according 1o the agency. This
action clarifies that the standards apply during periods of SEM, requires affected
facilities to submit compliance reports and test resulis slectronically, and requires

performance tasis every five years.

Finalizing amendmeants o the NESHAPR for Wet-Formed Fiberglass Mat

Manufacturing - According to EPA, this action will improve monitoring, compliance,

and implementation of the rule at no cost to industry.

Five More PFAS to Undergo Toxicity Assessments

Area of Focus: Uhemicsls and Emerging Contamminanis

U5, EPA announced this week that the integrated Risk Information System {IRIS)
Program will study the toxicity of five per- and poiviluorcalkyl substances (PFAS) in 2018,
in the IRIS Program Qutlock, the agency lists PFNA, PFBA, PFHxA, PFHxS, and PFDA as

having IRIS assessments under development. There are no projected dates for completion

of the assessments.

The Cutlook also notes that ETBE and ter-Buiyl Alcohol are in the final peer review stage
of IRIS assesasment. In addition, the document states that inorganic arsenic, chromium Vi,
and PCBs will be studied. [Hanson]

Trump Administration Unveils Action Plan on Childhood

L.ead Exposure

Area of Focus: Uhemicsls and Emerging Contamminanis

U.S. EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler on December 19 joined with the heads of
the Departments of Housing and Urban Development and Health & Human Services to
unveil the Trump Administration’s Federal Lead Action Plan fo Reduce Childhood Lead

Exposures and Associated Health impacis, available hare.

“The Federal Lead Action Plan will enhance the Trump Administration's efforts o identify
and reduce lead contamination while ensuring children impacted by lead exposure are
getting the support and care they need,” said EPA Acling Administrator Andrew Wheaeler,

“EPA will develop an implementation plan by March 2018 that will enable us to track our
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progress and update the public as we work to carry out the action plan and mitigate

childhood lead exposure”

Developed through cross-governmental collaboration of the President’s Task Force on
Environmental Health Risks and Safety Hisks to Children, which includes 17 federal

departments and offices, the action plan is a blueprint for reducing lead exposure and
associated harms by working with a range of stakeholders, including states, tribes and

local communities, according to EPA.

The four goals of the plan are;

Goal 1 Reduce Children’s Exposure to Lead Sources

Goal 2: [dentify Lead-Exposed Children and improve their Health Quicomes
Geal 3. Communicate More Effectively with Stakeholders

Goal 4: Support and Conduct Critical Research o inform Efforis (o Reduce Lead

Exposures and Related Health Risks

{Parisien]

1).8. EPA Seeks Comments on TSCA Committee Nominees

Area of Focus: Chenyeals and Emerging Contaminanis

U.S. EPA is requesting comments by January 14 on the scientific experts nominated for
ad hoo participation and possible membership on the Toxic Substances Control Act

Science Advisory Committes on Chemicals.

For more information, see the Federal Regisier nolice requasting commants and the

nominees’ biogranhies. [Parisien)

-ENTERPRISE
£ e
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the Environment

E-Enfarprise

ebinar Recording Avallable

The E-Enterprise Massachusetts Department of Environmenial Protection permitting

States are also encouraged o view the Energy and Environmenial Affairs Infonmation and

Fublic Avcess System storvboard featured during the webinar that provides a summary of

the project and accomplishments.

For more information, please contact Viclora Phillips of MassDEP. You can also engage

further by starting or joining permitting conversations in the E-Enterprise Communily

Inventory FPlatform. [Graves]

Colorado State University on Ol & Gas Equivalency

For those interested in the ongoeing ECOS Shale Gas Caucus effort to promote oil and gas
alternative air compliance pathways, vou may want {0 attend the Colorado State University
(CSW) Path o Equivalency Workshop. The meeting is planned for January 89 in Fort

Colling, Colorado. Participants must RSVF for the event.

To ressrve or 1o receive more information, contact Krsting Bennstt of Colorado State

University. [Parisien]
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WOTUS Qutreach Scheduled for January

U.S. EFPA and the Army Corps of Enginears will provide engagement opportunities in

January on the Waters of the U S oroposed rule. The agencies will iake comment on the

proposal for 60 days following publication in the Federal Register.

EPA and the Army will hold an informational webcast on January 10 and 3 listening
session in Kansas City, Kansas on January 23, ECOS will share more information as it

hecomes available. [Piper]

U.S. EPA on CMAQ Enhancements

U.8. EPA's Office of Research and Development will hold a Tools and Resources wabinar
on January 16 at 3-4 p.m. Eastern on recent enhancements to the Community Multiscale
Air Quality (CMAQ) Modeling System. CMAG is a comprehensive state-of-the-science air

pollution modeling system widely used worldwide (o study local to hemispheric air poliution

issues and guide development of air pollution abatement strategies.

To join the webinar, please register hare. If you are unable to listen through your computer
speakers, please dial (866) 299-3188 and enter access code (202) 564-6669. Please
contact Lisa Matthews Lisg Matthews of EPA for general information, or &y Scheyer with
registration gquestions. [Parisien]

ITRC on Managing LNAPL, Geospatial Analysis, and Fractured
Rock

ITRC is excited 1o release its 2019 online training schedule. All online training classes are
free and open to everyone. In January 2019, ITRC is offering five classes on Managing

LNAPL Sites, Geospatial Analysis, and Fraciured Rock.

Learn more about ITRC’s training program and register for classes herg. [Olonoff]
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